
 

Chapter 14:  

History is Among Us 
 

History is among us.  Imprinted on every fiber of society are the indelible 

contributions of African American trailblazers, who—through courage, ingenuity, and 

fortitude—have shaped the world we live in today.   

  

From Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, to Dr. Michelle King’s 

proclamation that every student should “dream without limits”— 

  

From Harriet Tubman’s passages along the Underground Railroad, to Granville 

Woods’ inventions that improved electric railways— 

  

From Dr. McKenna’s transformative work as Principal of Washington Prep and an 

esteemed educator, to Misty Copeland’s historic appointment as Principal Dancer 

of the American Ballet Theater— 

  

African Americans have revolutionized the fields of science, politics, education, law, 

arts, sports, entertainment, business, and so many others.   

  

This month, and every day throughout the year, provides another opportunity to 

honor the extraordinary accomplishments of these pioneers, including both those 

who are synonymous with Black History like Dr. Martin Luther King, and those less 

well known like Dr. Alexa Canady, the first female African-American neurosurgeon in 

the United States.   

  

Among the many events that the District has organized to honor these individuals—

including film screenings, museum tours, panel discussions, assemblies, artistic 

performances, and more—the District has launched a written word/multimedia 

contest through which students can share the story of an African American leader 

who has inspired them to advocate for social justice.  I encourage you to provide the 

attached flyer to any students who may be interested in participating. 

  



In addition, the District is proud to once again host African American Family Day 

tomorrow, Saturday February 24, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Gardena Senior 

High School.  Families and educators throughout the District are welcome to join us 

at this inspiring event, where workshops will be provided on creating a college-going 

culture, increasing equity and access to college, expanding access to gifted and 

talented programs, and other critical topics that get to the root of our mission to close 

the achievement gap for students of color. 

  

Our pressing need to accelerate efforts and reimagine education for students of 

color was poignantly expressed by W. E. B. Du Bois: “Of all the civil rights for which 

the world has struggled and fought for 5,000 years, the right to learn is undoubtedly 

the most fundamental.” 

  

The moment is now.  Centuries of dreams deferred and promises not fulfilled have 

drummed up a persistent call for justice that knocks at our door.  NOW is the time 

that we must answer that call.   

  

In March, a districtwide comprehensive plan to address the needs of our African 

American students will be unveiled.  You will be key to realizing the goals and 

strategies in this plan.  Pieces of paper alone cannot elevate students to new 

heights.  It is the actions that we collaboratively take that will undoubtedly change 

student trajectories and reshape history. 

  

I wholeheartedly echo President Obama’s wise and prophetic words:  

  

“Change will not come if we wait for some other person or if we wait for some other 

time.  We are the ones we’ve been waiting for.  We are the change that we seek.” 

  

Vivian Ekchian 

Interim Superintendent 
  

Enjoying the Employees’ Connection? 
Click here to see past chapters. 
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