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Dear Parents and Guardians: 

At LAUSD, our focus is on graduating all students college-prepared and career-ready. To help 
achieve that goal, California is one of many states that transitioned to new tests called the Smarter 
Balanced Assessments. These next-generation assessments are taken on electronic devices and will 
measure the full understanding of the Common Core State Standards in math and English language 
arts/literacy. Students in grades 3-8 and grade 11 will take the assessments. 

As a partner in your child’s education, we want to keep you informed about the changes we are 
making to help prepare our students for their future. Enclosed, please find resources that will help 
you understand the shift to these new assessments: What they are, how they are different from 
previous tests, and what’s expected of you and your child. 

Supports will be provided for all students, including those who are English learners and students with 
disabilities, to ensure the assessments meet the needs of each student. For more information about 
the assessments, please visit LAUSD’s Smarter Balanced website at achieve.lausd.net/
SmarterBalanced.  

Throughout the District, we believe that our students deserve the best education we can offer. The 
results of these new assessments will be setting a new baseline, so let’s learn, grow and adapt 
together.  

Sincerely, 

Ramon C. Cortines 
Ramon C. Cortines 
LAUSD Superintendent

Smarter Balanced Online Learning Tutorials and Videos
*Coming soon

Background Info on Smarter Balanced Assessments

Informational Flyer on Smarter Balanced Assessments

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Student and Parent Testing Tips

Additional Resources For Parents (important links)

http://achieve.lausd.net/SmarterBalanced
http://achieve.lausd.net/SmarterBalanced
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SBA: Overview 
Next-Generation Assessments 

Smarter Balanced Assessments: Updated Device Set-up Guide (tutorial) 

Smarter Balanced Assessments: Using the Online Practice Test (tutorial)

COMIN
G SOON 



SBA: Overview  
Next-Generation Assessments 

Background Info 

California	  is	  one	  of	  many	  states	  transi/oning	  to	  new,	  next-‐genera/on	  
assessments	  as	  part	  of	  the	  new	  educa/onal	  benchmarks	  set	  by	  the	  
Common	  Core	  State	  Standards.	  

•The	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments	  will	  measure	  the	  full	  
understanding	  of	  the	  Common	  Core	  State	  Standards	  in	  math	  and	  
English	  language	  arts/literacy.	  

•Students	  in	  grades	  3-‐8	  and	  grade	  11	  will	  take	  the	  new	  assessments	  
—	  all	  online,	  on	  electronic	  devices.	  

•The	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments	  will	  offer	  yearly,	  as	  well	  as	  interim	  assessments,	  
based	  on	  the	  Common	  Core	  State	  Standards	  to	  monitor	  student	  learning	  throughout	  the	  
year	  and	  ensure	  all	  students	  are	  on-‐track	  for	  college	  and	  career.	  

The	  results	  of	  these	  new	  assessments	  will	  serve	  as	  a	  baseline	  for	  measuring	  our	  students’	  
understanding	  of	  the	  new	  Common	  Core	  State	  Standards.	  	  

•As	  with	  any	  major	  shiH,	  we	  should	  be	  prepared	  for	  our	  scores	  to	  look	  different	  from	  the	  
previous	  state	  tests	  in	  English	  language	  arts	  and	  math,	  since	  our	  standards	  in	  these	  
subjects	  have	  changed	  along	  with	  the	  shiH	  to	  Common	  Core.	  

•We	  must	  remember	  that	  this	  is	  a	  starKng	  point	  —	  a	  baseline.	  We	  will	  learn,	  adapt	  and	  
grow	  together	  as	  we	  move	  forward.	  

The	  new	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments	  will	  be	  given	  electronically,	  which	  provides	  
mul/ple	  benefits	  to	  students,	  teachers,	  and	  the	  broader	  educa/on	  system	  as	  a	  whole.	  

•Our	  students	  will	  take	  the	  un-‐Kmed	  assessments	  using	  electronic	  devices,	  instead	  of	  the	  
old	  paper-‐and-‐pencil	  approach.	  

•This	  reduces	  tesKng	  Kme,	  and	  allows	  teachers	  to	  follow-‐up	  
with	  targeted	  instrucKon	  to	  ensure	  all	  students	  are	  on	  track	  for	  
college	  and	  career.	  

•The	  assessments	  will	  be	  given	  using	  “computer	  adapKve	  
tesKng,”	  which	  means	  that	  test	  quesKons	  become	  harder	  or	  
easier,	  depending	  on	  a	  student’s	  previous	  answers.	  The	  goal	  is	  
to	  measure	  what	  students	  know,	  which	  provides	  a	  more	  
accurate	  measure	  of	  a	  student’s	  achievement	  level.	  
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Next-Generation Assessments: 
Spring 2015
All	  LAUSD	  students	  deserve	  an	  educaKon	  that	  prepares	  them	  for	  their	  next	  
step	  in	  life	  —	  whether	  that’s	  going	  on	  to	  college	  or	  starKng	  their	  career.	  	  

To	  provide	  our	  students	  with	  a	  strong	  foundaKon	  of	  skills,	  the	  District,	  along	  
with	  all	  public	  schools	  in	  California,	  has	  transiKoned	  to	  Common	  Core	  State	  
Standards	  (CSSS).	  These	  new	  standards	  are	  designed	  to	  prepare	  students	  for	  real-‐life	  knowledge	  and	  
21st	  century	  skills	  to	  succeed.	  	  

The	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments	  are	  new,	  next-‐generaKon	  assessments	  LAUSD	  and	  the	  state	  are	  
using	  to	  measure	  our	  students’	  understanding	  of	  Common	  Core	  in	  math	  and	  English	  languages	  arts/
literacy.	  The	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments	  give	  parents,	  students	  and	  teachers	  accurate	  informaKon	  
about	  whether	  students	  are	  on-‐track	  to	  graduate	  college-‐prepared	  and	  career-‐ready.	  

Instead	  of	  the	  old	  paper-‐and-‐pencil	  approach,	  the	  new	  assessments	  are	  taken	  on	  electronic	  devices	  —	  
allowing	  students	  to	  go	  beyond	  mulKple-‐choice	  quesKons	  and	  demonstrate	  analyKcal	  skills	  and	  real-‐
world	  problem	  solving.	  	  

As	  with	  any	  new	  major	  shiH,	  we	  will	  learn,	  grow	  and	  adapt	  together	  as	  we	  move	  forward.	  
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Instruc/onal	  
Technology	  Ini/a/ve	  
Our	  Tools	  for	  Success

Smarter	  Balanced	  
Assessments	  

Our	  Knowledge	  Check	  

+ + =
All	  Youth	  
Achieving

LAUSD	  and	  school	  districts	  across	  the	  country	  are	  leading	  the	  way	  with	  the	  
new	  CCSS-‐aligned	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments	  in	  math	  and	  English	  
language	  arts!	  

Which	  students	  will	  be	  taking	  the	  new	  assessments	  this	  spring?	  
Students	  in	  grades	  3-‐8,	  and	  grade	  11.	  
When	  will	  LAUSD	  students	  take	  the	  assessments?	  
Students	  in	  grades	  3-‐8	  will	  be	  tes/ng	  between	  March	  4	  -‐	  June	  4,	  2015.	  

Students	  in	  grade	  11	  will	  be	  tes/ng	  between	  April	  15	  and	  June	  4.	  
Schools	  will	  select	  their	  own	  tes7ng	  dates	  during	  these	  windows,	  depending	  on	  the	  needs	  of	  their	  school.	  

What	  can	  students	  do	  to	  prepare?	  
Prac/ce,	  prac/ce,	  prac/ce!	  Take	  the	  Prac/ce	  Test	  at:	  caaspp.org/prac/ce-‐and-‐training/index.html

Common	  Core	    
State	  Standards	  
Instruc7onal	  	  
Founda7on

SMARTER 
BALANCED 

ASSESSMENTS 

Testing
411

http://caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html
http://caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html
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SBA: Overview 
Next-Generation Assessments 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

What	  are	  the	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments?	  
The	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments	  are	  next-‐generaKon	  assessments	  aligned	  to	  the	  Common	  
Core	  State	  Standards	  that	  accurately	  measure	  student	  progress	  toward	  college	  and	  career	  
readiness	  in	  math	  and	  English	  language	  arts/literacy.	  

Which	  students	  will	  take	  the	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments?	  
Students	  in	  grades	  3-‐8	  and	  grade	  11	  will	  take	  these	  new	  assessments.	  

When	  are	  the	  assessments	  taking	  place?	  
Students	  in	  grades	  3-‐8	  will	  be	  tesKng	  between	  March	  4	  -‐	  June	  4,	  2015,	  and	  students	  in	  grade	  
11	  will	  be	  tesKng	  between	  April	  15	  and	  June	  4.	  
Schools	  will	  select	  their	  own	  tes7ng	  dates	  during	  these	  windows,	  depending	  on	  the	  needs	  of	  their	  school.	  

How	  will	  these	  new	  assessments	  contribute	  to	  my	  child’s	  success?	  
All	  students	  deserve	  an	  educaKon	  that	  prepares	  them	  for	  their	  next	  step	  in	  life—whether	  
going	  on	  to	  college	  or	  career.	  The	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments	  will	  give	  parents	  and	  
students	  accurate	  informaKon	  about	  whether	  students	  are	  on	  track	  to	  graduate	  college-‐
prepared	  and	  career-‐ready.	  	  

The	  assessment	  system	  also	  provides	  teachers	  with	  resources	  to	  tailor	  instrucKon	  to	  fit	  
student	  needs	  through	  a	  digital	  library	  of	  instrucKonal	  best	  pracKces.	  

As	  a	  parent	  or	  guardian,	  what	  can	  I	  expect	  the	  scores	  of	  these	  new	  assessments	  to	  be?	  
Since	  LAUSD	  will	  be	  receiving	  scores	  for	  these	  new	  assessments	  for	  the	  first	  Kme	  in	  2015,	  we	  
can	  expect	  to	  learn,	  grow	  and	  adapt	  together.	  We	  are	  se]ng	  a	  new	  baseline	  and	  paving	  the	  
way	  for	  an	  exciKng	  future	  of	  a	  more	  accurate	  measure	  of	  our	  students’	  proficiency	  levels.	  

We	  must	  remember	  that	  along	  with	  the	  new	  assessments,	  LAUSD	  shiHed	  to	  the	  new	  
Common	  Core	  State	  Standards	  (CCSS)	  as	  well,	  which	  means	  that	  it	  is	  going	  to	  take	  a	  while	  to	  
adjust	  to	  how	  we	  measure	  what	  our	  students	  learn	  through	  these	  new	  standards.	  Although	  
the	  assessments	  and	  standards	  are	  new,	  we	  know	  that	  we	  are	  be`er-‐preparing	  our	  students	  
for	  their	  futures	  —	  whether	  college	  or	  career.	  
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SBA: Overview 
Next-Generation Assessments 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) - Continued 

Will students	  who	  need	  extra	  support	  —	  such	  as	  students	  with	  special	  needs	  and	  English	  
learners	  —	  also	  par/cipate	  in	  the	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments?	  
Yes.	  Through	  the	  use	  of	  universal	  tools,	  designated	  supports,	  and	  accommodaKons,	  the	  
assessments	  will	  be	  accessible	  by	  all	  students,	  including	  students	  with	  special	  needs	  and	  
English	  learners.	  	  

What	  will	  the	  ques/ons	  on	  the	  assessments	  be	  like?	  
Smarter	  Balanced	  assessments	  will	  go	  beyond	  mulKple-‐choice	  quesKons	  and	  include	  short	  
constructed	  response	  (in-‐depth	  short	  answers),	  extended	  constructed	  response	  (in-‐depth	  long	  
answers),	  and	  performance	  tasks	  that	  allow	  students	  to	  complete	  an	  in-‐depth	  project	  to	  
demonstrate	  analyKcal	  skills	  and	  problem	  solving.	  	  
• See	  what	  the	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments	  will	  be	  like	  at:	  	  

	   caaspp.org/pracKce-‐and-‐training/index.html	  

Will	  students	  use	  paper-‐and-‐pencils	  for	  the	  new	  assessments?	  
No,	  students	  will	  take	  the	  assessments	  using	  an	  LAUSD-‐provided	  electronic	  device,	  instead	  of	  
the	  old,	  paper-‐and-‐pencil	  approach.	  (Note:	  Students	  in	  grades	  5,	  8	  and	  10	  will	  take	  paper-‐and-‐
pencil	  science	  assessments	  as	  well.)	  

Why	  will	  the	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments	  be	  given	  on	  electronic	  devices?	  
Taking	  the	  assessments	  online	  using	  an	  electronic	  device	  offers	  mulKple	  benefits,	  including	  
giving	  our	  students	  hands-‐on	  experience	  with	  the	  type	  of	  technology	  they	  will	  be	  expected	  to	  
use	  in	  college	  and	  career.	  This	  approach	  also	  reduces	  tesKng	  Kme,	  and	  allows	  for	  specific,	  
Kmely,	  meaningful	  informaKon	  so	  teachers	  can	  follow-‐up	  with	  targeted	  instrucKon.	  

Also,	  the	  assessments	  are	  given	  using	  “computer	  adapKve	  tesKng,”	  which	  means	  that	  the	  test	  
adjusts	  to	  a	  student’s	  ability	  by	  basing	  the	  difficulty	  of	  future	  quesKons	  on	  the	  student’s	  
previous	  answers.	  You	  can’t	  do	  that	  with	  paper	  and	  pencils.	  

What	  are	  some	  addi/onal	  benefits	  to	  the	  new	  assessments?	  
The	  assessments	  will	  be	  taken	  annually,	  as	  well	  as	  on	  an	  interim	  (or	  periodic)	  basis,	  to	  measure	  
progress	  throughout	  the	  school	  year.	  Also,	  teachers,	  principals,	  and	  parents	  will	  be	  able	  to	  
receive	  results	  from	  computerized	  assessments	  more	  quickly.	  	  

More	  progress	  measures	  and	  faster	  results	  mean	  that	  teachers	  can	  use	  the	  informaKon	  from	  
opKonal	  interim	  assessments	  throughout	  the	  school	  year	  to	  individualize	  instrucKon	  and	  
be`er	  meet	  the	  unique	  needs	  of	  their	  students.

http://caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html
http://caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html


Student Test-Taking Tips

Before	  the	  test:	  

✓Mark	  the	  tesKng	  day(s)	  on	  your	  calendar.	  

✓Get	  enough	  sleep	  the	  night	  before	  the	  test.	  Your	  brain	  and	  body	  need	  rest	  to	  

perform	  at	  their	  best!	  	  

✓Eat	  a	  healthy	  breakfast	  to	  ensure	  your	  brain	  is	  working	  at	  its	  best.	  

✓Wake	  up	  early	  and	  get	  to	  school	  on	  Kme.	  

✓When	  ge]ng	  ready,	  wear	  comfortable	  clothing	  appropriate	  for	  the	  day’s	  weather.	  

During	  the	  test:	  

✓Relax	  and	  do	  your	  best.	  	  

✓Have	  a	  posiKve	  a]tude	  –	  this	  goes	  a	  long	  way	  toward	  being	  successful.	  

✓Read	  and	  pay	  careful	  a`enKon	  to	  all	  direcKons.	  	  

✓Read	  each	  passage	  and	  accompanying	  quesKons	  thoroughly.	  	  

✓Keep	  your	  eyes	  focused	  on	  your	  own	  device.	  

✓Don't	  change	  an	  answer	  unless	  absolutely	  necessary.	  Your	  first	  choice	  is	  usually	  

correct.	  

✓Don't	  get	  upset	  or	  frustrated	  if	  stuck	  on	  a	  quesKon.	  Reread	  the	  quesKon	  again,	  and	  

then	  solve	  it	  as	  best	  you	  can.	  Take	  your	  best	  educated	  guess	  if	  need	  be.	  

✓Use	  the	  process	  of	  eliminaKon	  to	  help	  you	  choose	  the	  correct	  answer	  in	  mulKple-‐

choice	  quesKons.	  	  

✓Don't	  worry	  if	  others	  finish	  before	  you.	  Instead,	  focus	  on	  the	  test	  in	  front	  of	  you.	  	  

✓Go	  back	  and	  review	  your	  answers	  before	  compleKng	  the	  test.	  Make	  sure	  that	  you	  

didn't	  make	  any	  careless	  mistakes.	  
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Testing Prep Tips for Parents

✓Tip	  #1:	  Get	  your	  child	  to	  school	  on	  Kme	  the	  day	  of	  the	  test.	  	  Make	  a`endance	  a	  

priority,	  especially	  on	  days	  that	  you	  know	  Smarter	  Balanced	  tests	  will	  be	  

administered.	  Making	  sure	  your	  child	  is	  there	  when	  the	  test	  is	  taken	  helps	  to	  

ensure	  your	  child	  won't	  lose	  more	  learning	  Kme	  because	  he/she	  has	  to	  make	  up	  a	  

test	  during	  school.	  

✓Tip	  #2:	  Make	  a	  note	  of	  test	  days	  on	  your	  calendar	  –	  This	  will	  help	  remind	  you	  and	  

your	  child	  when	  tesKng	  will	  take	  place	  and	  plan	  your	  preparaKon	  accordingly.	  

✓Tip	  #3:	  If	  you	  have	  a	  concern	  about	  the	  test	  or	  tesKng	  situaKon,	  talk	  to	  your	  
child’s	  teacher.	  	  Confirm	  that	  your	  child	  will	  be	  receiving	  any	  pre-‐determined	  

accommodaKons	  and	  supports	  during	  tests.	  These	  accommodaKons	  and	  supports	  

are	  detailed	  in	  your	  child’s	  IEP	  or	  504	  Plan.	  If	  your	  child	  does	  not	  have	  an	  IEP	  or	  a	  

504	  Plan	  but	  needs	  assistance,	  make	  sure	  you've	  communicated	  with	  your	  child’s	  

teachers	  about	  child’s	  needs.	  

✓Tip	  #4:	  Make	  sure	  your	  child	  gets	  a	  good	  night’s	  sleep	  the	  night	  before	  the	  test.	  	  

Your	  child	  will	  probably	  perform	  be`er	  if	  well	  rested.	  	  Tired	  children	  have	  difficulty	  

focusing	  and	  are	  easily	  flustered	  by	  challenges.	  	  	  

✓Tip	  #5:	  Make	  sure	  your	  child	  has	  enough	  Kme	  to	  wake	  up	  fully	  before	  going	  to	  

school.	  	  Just	  as	  rest	  is	  important,	  so	  is	  having	  enough	  Kme	  to	  get	  your	  child’s	  brain	  

engaged	  and	  in	  gear.	  If	  the	  test	  is	  first	  thing	  in	  the	  morning,	  your	  child	  can't	  afford	  

to	  spend	  the	  first	  hour	  of	  school	  groggy	  and	  unfocused.
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✓Tip	  #6:	  Make	  sure	  your	  child	  eats	  a	  healthy	  breakfast.	  	  Your	  child	  should	  eat	  a	  nutriKous	  

breakfast.	  	  Avoid	  high	  sugar	  cereals.	  	  Provide	  a	  high-‐protein,	  healthy	  breakfast	  for	  your	  

child.	  Kids	  learn	  be`er	  on	  full	  stomachs,	  but	  if	  their	  stomachs	  are	  full	  of	  sugary,	  heavy	  

foods	  that	  will	  make	  them	  sleepy	  or	  slightly	  queasy,	  it's	  not	  much	  be`er	  than	  an	  empty	  

stomach.	  

✓Tip	  #7:	  Talk	  to	  your	  child	  about	  how	  the	  test	  went.	  	  Keep	  in	  mind	  that	  your	  child	  may	  

have	  to	  test	  over	  several	  days.	  	  Talk	  to	  your	  child	  about	  what	  he/she	  did	  well	  and	  what	  

he/she	  would	  have	  done	  differently.	  Think	  of	  it	  as	  a	  mini-‐debriefing	  or	  brainstorming	  

session.	  You	  can	  talk	  about	  test-‐taking	  strategies	  aHer	  the	  fact	  as	  easily	  as	  beforehand.	  

✓Tip	  #8:	  Give	  your	  child	  a	  chance	  to	  pracKce.	  	  If	  you	  have	  a	  computer	  with	  internet	  

access	  at	  home,	  set	  aside	  Kme	  for	  several	  weeks	  before	  the	  test	  to	  access	  the	  pracKce	  

tests	  with	  your	  child.	  	  Ensure	  your	  child	  becomes	  familiar	  with	  the	  test	  delivery	  system	  

and	  how	  to	  answer	  different	  types	  of	  quesKons.	  	  If	  you	  don’t	  have	  a	  computer	  with	  

internet	  access,	  consider	  going	  to	  your	  local	  library	  or	  the	  schools.	  

✓Tip	  #9:	  A`end	  any	  meeKng	  your	  school	  schedules	  before	  the	  test.	  Call	  your	  child’s	  

school	  and	  find	  out	  when	  they	  are	  holding	  

informaKonal	  meeKngs	  about	  the	  test.	  You	  may	  be	  

able	  to	  get	  addiKonal	  resources	  and/or	  

recommendaKons	  to	  help	  your	  child	  succeed.	  

✓Tip	  #10:	  Ensure	  your	  child	  wears	  comfortable	  

clothing	  for	  longer	  than	  normal	  test-‐taking	  periods.	  
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SBA: Overview 
Next-Generation Assessments 

Additional Resources

Smarter Balanced Assessment Practice Test 
California Assessment of Student  
Performance and Progress (CAASPP)

Smarter Balanced Assessment System 
California Department of Education

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 

• Click here for Students & Parents Page  
• Click here for Teachers Page  
• Click here for the Spanish Page 

h`p://caaspp.org/pracKce-‐and-‐training/index.html

h`p://www.smarterbalanced.org/

h`p://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp

Instructional Technology Initiative 
LAUSD (formerly Common Core Technology 
Project, or CCTP)

h`p://achieve.lausd.net/iK

Smarter Balanced — Student Testing Branch 
LAUSD

h`p://achieve.lausd.net/SmarterBalanced

You	  can	  access	  these	  online	  resources	  from	  home,	  your	  
local	  public	  library	  or	  your	  school's	  Parent	  Center.	  	  

http://caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/parents-students/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/k-12-education/teachers/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/parents-students/como-ayudar-a-todos-los-estudiantes-a-que-tengan-exito/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org
http://achieve.lausd.net/iti
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/parents-students/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/k-12-education/teachers/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/parents-students/como-ayudar-a-todos-los-estudiantes-a-que-tengan-exito/
http://achieve.lausd.net/smarterbalanced
http://achieve.lausd.net/smarterbalanced
http://achieve.lausd.net/iti
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp
http://caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html
http://www.smarterbalanced.org

