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	Course Title
	THEATRE ORIGINS MS A/B

	Course Abbreviation
	THEA ORIG A/B

	Course Code Number
	38-11-41/42

	Course Description
	This sixth grade course investigates the origins and development of theatre styles, techniques and traditions of major western and non-western civilizations.  

Students will develop understanding of the many ways that the art of theatre is influenced by the historical and theatrical traditions of many cultures. Students will investigate and explore the variety of methods through which culture and traditions are expressed and passed on in theatre performance styles, texts and technical production elements.

	Instructional Units/Pacing Plans
	 Instructional Units 
	Suggested # of Weeks *

	
	
	Year-round
	Tradition-al

	
	The Beginnings of Performance:  Myths
	7
	7

	
	Theatre in Ancient Greece
	5
	7

	
	Interactive Theatre of West Africa
	5
	6

	
	World Production, Puppetry and Mask-making
	5
	6

	
	West Meets East: Asian Theatre Styles
	5
	6

	
	East Meets West: Roman to Commedia dell’Arte
	5
	6

	
	Total
	32
	38

	
	Suggested weeks are to be used as an estimate only. Instructional units and/or pacing plans must be reflective of the Content Standards.

	California Theatre Content Standards
	The California Theatre Content Standards below identify those standards expected to be mastered by all students who complete the course successfully:

Artistic Perception

1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as action/reaction, vocal projection, subtext, theme, mood, design, production values, and stage crew, to describe theatrical experiences.

Creative Expression

2.1   Participate in improvisational activities, demonstrating an understanding of text, subtext, and context. 

2.2  Use effective vocal expression, gesture, facial expression, and timing to create character.

2.3  Write and perform scenes or one-act plays that include monologue, dialogue, action, and setting together with a range of character types.

Historical and Cultural Context

3.2  Differentiate the theatrical traditions of cultures throughout the world, such as those in Ancient Greece, Egypt, and China.

Aesthetic Valuing

4.1  Develop and apply appropriate criteria for evaluating sets, lighting, costumes, makeup, and props.

Connections, Applications and Relationships

5.1  Use theatrical skills to communicate concepts or ideas from other curriculum areas, such as a demonstration in history social science of how persuasion and propaganda are used in advertising.

	Common Core State Standards
	See Guiding Principles for connections.

	Representative Objectives
	The student will be able to:

· Use vocabulary specific to the theatre of a particular period and culture (e.g. classical Greek theatre: chorus, chiton; traditional Indonesian theatre: wayang kulit, gamelan; Commedia: lazzi, zanni), in addition to general theatre vocabulary that relates to each instructional unit. 

· Use and apply vocabulary specific to playwriting, such as:  foreshadow, rising action; improvisation, acting: ensemble, blocking; production/technical: proscenium stage, strike.

· Explore through performance and improvisation the theatre of other times and places. 

· Use the stories, acting styles and theatrical conventions specific to another place or time. For example, learn to use stock characters of Commedia in improvisation, use Jataka tales of  Asia as an inspiration for short plays, use myths of ancient Greece as a source for shadow puppet plays

· Use the presentation styles(chorus in Greek theatre, interactive theatre of West Africa) and stagecraft techniques of ancient cultures (mask making of classical Japan, puppetry of ancient China) and compare their similarities and differences in an experiential manner and in formal reports

· Analyze theatre productions focusing on the manner in which they draw from ancient cultures in terms of technical aspects. For example, in a production of a classical Greek play, a student would detail the ways in which the production adhered to or moved away from the classical conventions in terms of costume, make-up, props, use of music, and scenic design.

· Integrate core academic subjects with theatre using techniques inspired by traditional drama. For example, a student might incorporate a Greek chorus into a social studies project detailing types of government or present a science concept as a play that uses the conventions of a Mayan creation myth.

	Representative Objectives for Students with Disabilities
	The student will be able to:

· Give examples of the techniques developed by ancient civilizations to tell and perform stories.  

· Describe how interactive theatre is used in two or more different world cultures.

· Identify the similarities and differences among the theatre traditions and styles of major Western and non-Western cultures. 

· Perform or present scenes and stories from various cultures, using a variety of theatre styles and techniques.

	Representative Performance Skills
	In accordance with their individual capacity, students will grow in their ability to: 

 •  Interpret scenes and stories from ancient civilizations, using theatre techniques and specific cultural theatre styles.   

•  Use the tools and concepts of theatre to read and interpret various kinds of models, diagrams.
· Create graphs, charts, and pictures of theatre styles around the world, representing different aspects of production. Evaluate possible solutions to production problems.

· Use the specialized language of theatre and vocabulary specific to particular theatrical traditions in discussion, journals, written reports and tests, self and peer assessments, and criteria charts.  

· Interpret and respond to information, images and ideas from computer programs, films, and sound recordings depicting theatre traditions, styles and performances taken from ancient and contemporary world cultures.

· Identify and choose characteristics of a genre or style of world theatre and demonstrate these characteristics in scenes as an ensemble.

· Evaluate the quality (durability, design) of products they create, which are inspired by ancient theatrical traditions (e.g. shadow puppets inspired by wayang kulit, mask-making with African references, costume construction specific to Greek theatre, make-up design inspired by classical Japanese theatre). 

· Compare stagecraft techniques in formal presentations of production elements 

· Analyze productions inspired by ancient cultures, and to use appropriate vocabulary and criteria. 

· Integrate theatre conventions from other times to present subject matter from another curricular area 

	Representative Performance Skills for Students with Disabilities
	In accordance with their individual capacity, students will grow in their ability to: 

· Interpret scenes and stories from ancient civilizations, using theatre techniques and specific cultural theatre styles.

· Respond to information, images and ideas presented in computer programs, films, and sound recordings depicting theatre traditions, styles and performances from ancient and contemporary world cultures 

· Collaborate as an ensemble, their ability to identify and choose characteristics of a genre or style of world theatre and demonstrate these characteristics in scenes.

· Evaluate the quality (durability, design) of products they create, which are inspired by ancient theatrical traditions

	The California English Language Arts Content Standards
	Teachers are encouraged to select from the supplemental standards listed below to plan instruction so that students are able to access dramatic literature and develop appropriate literacy skills for success in meeting the theatre content standards.

Reading
1.1 
Read aloud narrative and expository text fluently and accurately and with appropriate pacing, intonation, and expression. 

1.2 
Identify and interpret figurative language and words with multiple meanings.
1.3 
Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English and use these words accurately in speaking and writing.

Expository Critique
2.6 
Determine the adequacy and appropriateness of the evidence for an author's conclusions. 
2.8 
Note instances of unsupported inferences, fallacious reasoning, persuasion, and propaganda in text. 

Literary Response

3.2 
Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character (e.g., courage or cowardice, ambition or 
laziness) on the plot and the resolution of the conflict.
3.3 
Analyze the influence of setting on the problem and its resolution.
3.4 
Define how tone or meaning is conveyed in poetry through word choice, figurative language, 
sentence structure, line length, punctuation, rhythm, repetition, and rhyme.
 

Writing
1.2 
Create multiple-paragraph expository compositions: 

a. Engage the interest of the reader and state a clear purpose. 

b. Develop the topic with supporting details and precise verbs, nouns, and adjectives to paint a visual image in the mind of the reader. 

c. Conclude with a detailed summary linked to the purpose of the composition. 

Research and Technology
1.4 
Use organizational features of electronic text (e.g., bulletin boards, databases, keyword searches, e-mail addresses) to locate information.
Evaluation and Revision
1.6 
Revise writing to improve the organization and consistency of ideas within and between 
paragraphs. 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)
2.1 
Write narratives: 

a. Establish and develop a plot and setting and present a point of view that is appropriate to the stories. 

b. Include sensory details and concrete language to develop plot and character. 

c. Use a range of narrative devices (e.g., dialogue, suspense). 

	The California History/Social Science Content Standards
	Teachers are encouraged to select from the supplemental standards listed below to plan instruction so that students develop appropriate understanding of the historical and cultural context of theatre arts forms and traditions.

      6.4.8 Describe the enduring contributions of important Greek figures in the arts and sciences (e.g. Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Euclid, Thucydides).     

6.4.7 Explain the significance of Greek mythology to the everyday life of people in the region and how Greek literature continues to permeate our literature and language today, drawing from Greek mythology and epics, such as Homer's Iliad and Odyssey, and from Aesop's Fables. 
 6.5.5 Know the life and moral teachings of Buddha and how Buddhism spread in India, Ceylon, and Central Asia.
 6.5.7 Discuss important aesthetic and intellectual traditions (e.g., Sanskrit literature, including the Bhagavad Gita; medicine; metallurgy; and mathematics, including Hindu-Arabic numerals and the zero). 

6.6.5 Know about the life of Confucius and the fundamental teachings of Confucianism and Taoism. 

6.7.1.  Identify the location and describe the rise of the Roman Republic, including the importance of such mythical and historical figures as Aeneas, Romulus and Remus, Cincinnatus, Julius Caesar, and Cicero.  

	Special Notes
	The recommended textbook for this course is Exploring Theatre, published by Glencoe/McGraw-Hill.


Credentials required to teach this course:

One of the following:

General Secondary

Special Secondary English

Standard Secondary with major/minor English

Standard Secondary with major/minor Drama

Single Subject English

Subject Matter Authorization Drama/Theatre

Subject Matter Authorization Introductory English

Supplementary Authorization English

Supplementary Authorization Introductory English

Supplementary Authorization Drama
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