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Theatre Lab 

Middle School
	Course Title
	THEATRE LAB MS A/B

	Course Abbreviation
	THEATRE LAB MS A/B

	Course Code Number
	 38-11-05/06

	Course Description
	This course is appropriate for students in grades seven and eight. The purpose of this course is to provide an opportunity for intermediate middle school theatre students to increase proficiency in design and technical theatre skills through project-based instruction and hands-on activities.  In addition, students will engage in research, reading and writing activities related to theatre.  Students will develop their understanding of stagecraft as the manipulation of technical, visual and media arts within a performance space.  Students will explore how design elements limit or enhance a performance.  Students will explore how design choices and elements contribute to the understanding of a work of theatre, and the many ways that theatrical skills develop competencies in life-long learning. Portfolios will document student learning through a sequence of projects and hands-on instructional experiences. Students will analyze the variety of ways in which universal themes are expressed in theatre and media performance styles, texts and technical production elements.

	Instructional Units/Pacing Plans
	 Instructional Units 
	Suggested # of Weeks *

	
	
	Year-round
	Tradition-al

	
	Design Concepts and Play Analysis
	7
	7

	
	Stage Management and  Theatre Safety
	5
	7

	
	 Production Sequencing
	5
	6

	
	Lighting and Sound Design
	5
	6

	
	Costumes, Props and Make-up
	5
	6

	
	Scenic Design and Construction Methods
	5
	6

	
	Total
	32
	38

	
	Suggested weeks are to be used as an estimate only. Instructional units and/or pacing plans must be reflective of the Content Standards.

	California Theatre Content Standards
	The California Theatre Content Standards (8th Grade) below identify those standards expected to be mastered by all students who complete the course successfully:

Artistic Perception

1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as ensemble, proscenium, thrust, arena staging, design, production values, and stage crew to describe theatrical experiences.
Creative Expression
2.0  Students apply processes and skills in acting, directing, designing, and script writing to create formal and informal theatre, film/videos, and electronic media productions and to perform in them. 

2.2 Maintain a rehearsal script/notebook to record directions and blocking.

2.3  Create characters, environments, and actions that exhibit tension and suspense. 

Historical and Cultural Context

3.2 Identify and explain how technology has changed American theatre (e.g., how stage lighting has progressed from candlelight to gaslight to limelight to electrical light to digital light).
Aesthetic Valuing

4.1 Develop and apply appropriate criteria for evaluating sets, lighting, costumes, makeup, and props.

Connections, Applications and Relationships

5.2 Identify career options in the dramatic arts, such as cinematographer, stage manager, radio announcer, or dramaturge; and research the education, training, and work experience necessary in that field.

	Common Core State Standards
	See Guiding Principles for connections.

	Representative Objectives
	The student will be able to:

· Observe their environment and respond, using the elements of theatre. They also observe formal and informal works of theatre, film/video, and electronic media and respond, using the vocabulary of theatre.
· Apply processes and skills in directing, and designing,  to create formal and informal theatre, film/videos, and electronic media productions and to perform in them.
· Analyze the role and development of theatre, architecture, film/video, and electronic media in past and present cultures throughout the world, noting diversity as it relates to theatre.
· Critique and derive meaning from works of theatre, film/video, electronic media, and theatrical artists on the basis of aesthetic qualities.
· Apply what they learn in theatre, film/video, and electronic media across subject areas. 
· Develop competencies and creative skills in problem solving, communication, and time management that contribute to lifelong learning and career skills. 
· Learn about careers in and related to theatre.
· Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as foreshadow, rising action. 
· Use projections on stage, lighting, both digital and analog sound effects to heighten mood and create suspense.
· Create collages and montages, using photography and digital editing, drawing from many sources (online and in the community, such as museums and cultural centers) to highlight and compare various theatre styles throughout history. 

	Representative Objectives for Students with Disabilities
	The student will be able to:

· Compare and contrast the theatrical design techniques developed by ancient and modern civilizations.  

· Describe how light and sound establish the changes of mood in a production and the importance of its pacing. 

· Identify the similarities and differences among the theatre traditions and styles of major Western and non-Western cultures.  Give examples of the media techniques developed to tell and perform stories.  

	Representative Performance Skills
	In accordance with their individual capacity, students will grow in their ability to: 

·  • Understand, critique and demonstrate their knowledge by examining and reinterpreting a variety of styles, methods, and techniques.
· Understand the changes in theatrical movements throughout time and their connection to social, political, and religious change.
· Develop observational, problem solving, motor and drawing skills by rendering objects from life and illustrations. Demonstrate an understanding of compositional decision/idea formation.

· Explore and identify the main components and sequenced procedures of building a set. Become proficient at using a variety of tools including: Hammer, screwdriver, crescent wrench, staple gun, paintbrushes, tape measure, glue, c clamps, stage weights, bracing techniques, manual saw, needle and thread, microphones, lighting console, extension chords.

· Demonstrate leadership in peer groups covering areas of safety and storage, scenic design, stage management, front of house management, advertising design, lighting and sound design, costume and make up design. to present subject matter from another curricular area.

	Representative Performance Skills for Students with Disabilities
	In accordance with their individual capacity, students will grow in their ability to: 

· Direct or design plots for sound, make-up and costuming. 

· Call the cues for sound, light and drapery changes.
· Monitor safety procedures.
· Manage storage area and check supplies.

	The California Visual Arts Content Standards
	The California 8th grade Visual Arts Content Standards below identify those standards that will be mastered by all students who complete the course successfully.

4.3 Construct an interpretation of a work of art based on the form and content of the work.

5.3 Demonstrate an understanding of the effects of visual communication media (e.g., television, music videos, film, Internet) on all aspects of society.

	The California English Language Arts Content Standards
	Teachers are encouraged to select from the supplemental standards listed below to plan instruction so that students are able to access dramatic literature and develop appropriate literacy skills for success in meeting the theatre content standards.

The California Language Arts Content Standards below identify those standards, which will be measured on state assessments. The Representative Objectives and Representative Performance Skills are specific learning experiences, which are to be taught in each course in order for students to achieve the standards.  

Reading   
7.2.2
 Locate information by using a variety of consumer, work-place, and public documents. 

7.2.5
 Understand and explain the use of a simple mechanical device by following technical directions. 
Writing  

7.1.4
 Identify topics; ask and evaluate questions; and develop ideas leading to inquiry, investigation, and research. 

8.2.6
 Write technical documents: 

a. Identify the sequence of activities needed to design a system, operate a tool, or explain the bylaws of an organization. 

b. Include all the factors and variables that need to be considered. 

c.  Use formatting techniques (e.g., headings, differing fonts) to aid comprehension. 

	Special Notes
	The recommended textbook for this course is Exploring Theatre, published by Glencoe/McGraw-Hill.


Credentials required to teach this course:

One of the following:

General Secondary

Special Secondary English

Standard Secondary with major/minor English

Standard Secondary with major/minor Drama

Single Subject English

Subject Matter Authorization Drama/Theatre

Subject Matter Authorization Introductory English

Supplementary Authorization English

Supplementary Authorization Introductory English

Supplementary Authorization Drama
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