Theatre in America 

Middle School
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	Course Title
	THEATRE IN AMERICA MS A/B

	Course Abbreviation
	THEA AMER MS A/B

	Course Code Number
	38-11-23/24

	Special Notes
	This course is recommended for eighth grade students. Thematic and content connections with eighth grade English Language Arts and History/Social Science standards make this course especially appropriate for students in smaller learning communities.

	Course Description
	The major emphasis of this course is that ideas, experiences, and feelings can be effectively communicated through a variety of American theatrical styles, such as vaudeville, musical, melodrama, realism and interactive theatre. The essential question that students will explore is:  What can American theatre history teach us about ourselves and our common American culture?  Rubrics, self-assessment, quizzes, and performance tasks will be used to assess students’ learning and mastery of the content standards.

	Instructional Units/Pacing Plans
	 Instructional Units 
	Suggested # of Weeks *

	
	
	Year-round
	Tradition-al

	
	Melodrama & American Social Change
	4
	6

	
	Musical Theatre & the 20th Century
	6
	6

	
	Vaudeville skills & styles
	4
	4

	
	Realism in American Theatre      
	4
	4

	
	Interactive Theatre 
	4
	5

	
	Impact of World Theatre in America
	4
	5

	
	Staging & Lighting Design
	3
	4

	
	Costume History
	3
	4

	
	Total Weeks
	32
	38

	
	* Suggested weeks are to be used as an estimate only. Instructional units and/or pacing plans must be reflective of the Content Standards.

	California Theatre

Content Standards
	The California Theatre Content Standards below identify those standards expected to be mastered by all students who complete the course successfully:

Artistic Perception
1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as subtext, theme, mood, design, and production values, to describe theatrical experiences.

1.2 Identify and analyze recurring themes and patterns (e.g., loyalty, bravery, revenge, redemption) in a script to make production choices in design and direction.

Creative Expression
2.1 Create short dramatizations in selected styles of theatre, such as melodrama, vaudeville, and musical theatre.

2.2 Perform character-based improvisations, pantomimes, or monologues, using voice, blocking, and gesture to enhance meaning.

Historical and Cultural Context

3.1 Describe the ways in which American history has been reflected in theatre (e.g., the ways in which the Industrial Revolution and slavery were portrayed in the minstrel show, the melodrama, and the musical).

3.2 Identify and explain how technology has changed American theatre (e.g., how stage lighting has progressed from candlelight to gaslight to limelight to electrical light to digital light).

Aesthetic Valuing

4.2 Compare and contrast how works of theatre from different cultures or time periods convey the same or similar content or plot.

	Common Core State Standards
	See Guiding Principles for connections.

	Representative Objectives
	The student will be able to:

1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as subtext, theme, mood, design, and production values, to describe theatrical experiences.

1.2 Identify and analyze recurring themes and patterns (e.g., loyalty, bravery, revenge, redemption) in a script to make production choices in design and direction.

1.3 Analyze the use of figurative language and imagery in dramatic texts.

2.1 Create short dramatizations in selected styles of theatre, such as melodrama, vaudeville, and musical theatre.

2.2 Perform character-based improvisations, pantomimes, or monologues, using voice, blocking, and gesture to enhance meaning.

3.1 Describe the ways in which American history has been reflected in theatre (e.g., the ways in which the Industrial Revolution and slavery were portrayed in the minstrel show, the melodrama, and the musical).

3.2 Identify and explain how technology has changed American theatre (e.g., how stage lighting has progressed from candlelight to gaslight to limelight to electrical light to digital light).

4.1 Develop criteria and write a formal review of a theatrical production.

4.2 Compare and contrast how works of theatre from different cultures or time periods convey the same or similar content or plot.

5.1 Use theatrical skills to present content or concepts in other subject areas, such as creating a video on cellular mitosis.

5.2 Identify career options in the dramatic arts, such as cinematographer, stage manager, radio announcer, or dramaturge; and research the education, training, and work experience necessary in that field.



	Representative Objectives for Students with Disabilities
	4.2 Identify how works of theatre from different cultures or time periods convey the same or similar content or plot.

5.1 Use theatrical skills to present content or concepts in other subject areas, such as creating a video on cellular mitosis.

	Representative Performance Skills
	In accordance with their individual capacity, students will grow in the ability to: 

Use vocabulary specific to American theatre in journal entries, discussions, and quizzes.

Explore through performance and improvisation the genres and styles of American theatre throughout history, including the techniques, acting styles and theatrical conventions specific to those time periods.

Perform a short scene from an American theatrical style.

Explain how technology influences and changes theatre in the United States. 

Create a live or media presentation comparing and contrasting theatre technology from the past to the present.

Use specific criteria when evaluating a performance piece.

Describe, analyze, and evaluate performance, technical and design elements of theatrical productions in writing.

Demonstrate understanding of the history of American theatre, how careers evolved, unions developed.

Prepare a theatrical presentation based on important figures in American theatre covering a variety of careers such as radio performer, stage manager.

	Representative Performance Skills for Students with Disabilities
	Perform a short scene from an American theatrical style.

Identify changes in technology that influenced theatre in the United States. 

	The California English Language Arts Content Standards
	Teachers are encouraged to select from the supplemental standards listed below to plan instruction so that students are able to access dramatic literature and develop appropriate literacy skills for success in meeting the theatre content standards.

Reading   

2.4 Clarify an understanding of texts by creating outlines, logical notes summaries, or reports.  

3.3 
Compare and contrast motivations and reactions of literary characters from different historical eras confronting similar situations or conflicts.
3.4 
Analyze the relevance of the setting (e.g., place, time, customs) to the mood, tone, and meaning of 
the text.
3.5 
Identify and analyze recurring themes (e.g., good versus evil) across traditional and contemporary works.
 

Writing  

2.2   Write responses to literature:

a.  Exhibit careful reading and insight in their interpretations

b.  Connect the student's own responses to the writer's techniques and to specific textual references

c.  Draw supported inferences about the effects of a literary work on its audience.

Listening and Speaking

2.2 
Deliver oral responses to literature:

2.5 
Recite poems (of four to six stanzas), sections of speeches, or dramatic soliloquies, using voice 
modulation, tone, and gestures expressively to enhance the meaning.

	The California History/Social Science Content Standards
	Teachers are encouraged to select from the supplemental standards listed below to plan instruction so that students develop appropriate understanding of the historical and cultural context of theatre arts forms and traditions.

8.4 Students analyze the aspirations and ideals of the people of the new nation. 

8.4.4 Discuss daily life, including traditions in art, music, and literature, of early national America (e.g., through writings by Washington Irving, James Fenimore Cooper). 

8.6.1 List the reasons for the wave of immigration from Northern Europe to the United States and describe the growth in the number, size, and spatial arrangements of cities (e.g., Irish immigrants and the Great Irish Famine).  

8.6.2 Examine the women's suffrage movement (e.g., biographies, writings, and speeches of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Margaret Fuller, Lucretia Mott, Susan B. Anthony). 

8.6.3 Identify common themes in American art as well as transcendentalism and individualism (e.g., writings about and by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Herman Melville, Louisa May Alcott, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow). 

8.8.2 Describe the purpose, challenges, and economic incentives associated with westward expansion, including the concept of Manifest Destiny (e.g., the Lewis and Clark expedition, accounts of the removal of Indians, the Cherokees' "Trail of Tears," settlement of the Great Plains) and the territorial acquisitions that spanned numerous decades. 

8.8.3 Describe the role of pioneer women and the new status that western women achieved (e.g., Laura Ingalls Wilder, Annie Bidwell; slave women gaining freedom in the West; Wyoming granting suffrage to women in 1869). 

	Resources
	Recommended Textbook:  Exploring Theatre, by Nancy Prince and Jeanie Jackson, published by Glencoe/McGraw-Hill.


Credentials required to teach this course:

One of the following:

General Secondary

Special Secondary English

Standard Secondary with major/minor English

Standard Secondary with major/minor Drama

Single Subject English

Subject Matter Authorization Drama/Theatre

Subject Matter Authorization Introductory English

Supplementary Authorization English

Supplementary Authorization Introductory English

Supplementary Authorization Drama
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