Theatre Exploration 
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Middle School
	Course Title
	THEATRE EXPLORATION MS A/B

	Course Abbreviation
	THEA EXPL MS A/B

	Course Code Number
	38-11-03/04

	Special Notes
	This course is recommended for students in grade six and seven.

	Course Description
	This is an introductory full-year course in theatre arts. This course will address the California State Standards in Theatre for grades six and seven, emphasizing artistic perception and creative expression.  Students will explore aesthetic valuing, historical and cultural awareness and the interconnections of the arts and other disciplines.  Activities may include improvisation, readers’ theatre, scene study; participation formal and/or informal presentations and viewing amateur and professional productions. 

The purpose of this course is to provide an opportunity for middle school theatre students to study the art of theatre, including theatre history, acting, dramatic literature, production techniques and staging. Students will demonstrate their learning in all aspects of theatre through the performance of scenes, short plays, student-written works and/or small scale productions of plays and/or musicals for school audiences.

	Instructional Units/Pacing Plans
	 Instructional Units 
	Suggested # of Weeks *

	
	
	Year-round
	Tradition-al

	
	Body, Voice and Imagination:  the Actor’s Tools
	8
	8

	
	Production Roles and Responsibilities
	2
	3

	
	Stage Design
	4
	4

	
	Theatre History and Literature
	4
	5

	
	Playwriting and Improvisation
	6
	8

	
	Puppetry, Masks and Costumes
	4
	4

	
	World Theatre 
	4
	6

	
	Total Weeks
	32
	38

	
	* Suggested weeks are to be used as an estimate only. Instructional units and/or pacing plans must be reflective of the Content Standards.

	California Theatre Content Standards

Grades Six and Seven 
	The California Theatre Content Standards below identify those standards expected to be mastered by all students who complete the course successfully:

Artistic Perception 

6.1.1  Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as action/reaction, vocal projection, subtext, theme, mood, design, production values and stage crew, to describe theatrical experiences.
7.1.1 Describe theatrical experiences using theatre vocabulary such as playwright, rehearsal, run-through and cold reading.

Creative Expression 

6.2.2  Use effective vocal expression, gesture, facial expression, and timing to create character.
7.2.1 Use improvisation in rehearsal to discover

character and motivation.

Historical and Cultural Context 

6.3.2  Differentiate the theatrical traditions of cultures throughout the world, such as those in Ancient Greece, Egypt, China and West Africa.
Aesthetic Valuing 
7.4.1 Design and apply appropriate criteria or rubrics for evaluating the effective use of masks, puppetry, makeup and costumes in a theatrical presentation.

7.4.2 Explain how cultural influences affect the content or meaning of works of theatre.

Connections, Relationships, Applications 
6.5.1    Research how art was used in theatrical productions in the past and in the present.

7.5.1 Demonstrate projection, vocal variety, diction, gesture and confidence in an oral presentation.

	Common Core State Standards
	See Guiding Principles for connections.

	Representative Objectives
	The student will be able to:

· Use theatre vocabulary in discussion and written descriptions of formal and informal theatrical productions, films and works in electronic media.

· Identify and analyze recurring themes and patterns (e.g., loyalty, bravery, revenge, redemption) in a script to make production choices in design and direction.
· Demonstrate an understanding of works in theatre by analyzing and interpreting what is presented through voice, movement, and visual effects in informal productions, theatrical productions, films, and electronic media.
· Perform character-based improvisations, pantomimes or monologues, using voice and movement to convey meaning.
· Demonstrate an understanding of the forms and elements of theatre and the various activities of the actor, director, playwright, and technical artist by participating in the collaborative process of a production.
· Design and use make-up, properties, and lighting for effective interpretation of a script.
· Display acting skill in improvisation, pantomime, monologue, dialogue, and staged readings of plays.
· Research and report on the cultural and historical background of a specific play.

	Representative Objectives for Students with Disabilities
	The student will be able to:

· Use theatrical skills to present content or concepts in other subject areas, such as creating a video on cellular mitosis.
· Work collaboratively with peers to solve production problems within time constraints.

	Representative Performance Skills
	In accordance with their individual capacity, students will grow in the ability to: 

· Project the voice using appropriate vocal pitch, tempo, and tone.
· Identify stage terms and directions.
· Use improvisation in rehearsal to discover character and motivation, text and subtext.
· Create short dramatizations in selected styles of theatre, such as melodrama, vaudeville and musical theatre.
· Use body, voice and imagination to create characters, environments and actions in performances and theatre activities.
· Produce and perform an original improvisational work, scene or play.

	Representative Performance Skills for Students with Disabilities
	In accordance with their individual capacity, students will grow in the ability to: 

· Use body, voice and imagination to create characters, environments and actions in performances and theatre activities.
· Produce and perform an original improvisational work, scene or play.

	The California English Language Arts Content Standards
	Teachers are encouraged to select from the supplemental standards listed below to plan instruction so that students are able to access dramatic literature and develop appropriate literacy skills for success in meeting the theatre content standards.

Reading   

2.4 Clarify an understanding of texts by creating outlines, logical notes summaries, or reports.  

3.3 
Compare and contrast motivations and reactions of literary characters from different historical eras confronting similar situations or conflicts.
3.4 
Analyze the relevance of the setting (e.g., place, time, customs) to the mood, tone, and meaning of 
the text.
3.5 
Identify and analyze recurring themes (e.g., good versus evil) across traditional and contemporary works.
Writing  

2.2   Write responses to literature:

a.  Exhibit careful reading and insight in their interpretations

b.  Connect the student's own responses to the writer's techniques and to specific textual references

c.  Draw supported inferences about the effects of a literary work on its audience.
Listening and Speaking

2.2 
Deliver oral responses to literature:

2.5 
Recite poems (of four to six stanzas), sections of speeches, or dramatic soliloquies, using voice 
modulation, tone, and gestures expressively to enhance the meaning.

	Resources
	Recommended Textbook:  Exploring Theatre, by Nancy Prince and Jeanie Jackson, published by Glencoe/McGraw-Hill.


Credentials required to teach this course:

One of the following:

General Secondary

Special Secondary English

Standard Secondary with major/minor English

Standard Secondary with major/minor Drama

Single Subject English

Subject Matter Authorization Drama/Theatre

Subject Matter Authorization Introductory English

Supplementary Authorization English

Supplementary Authorization Introductory English

Supplementary Authorization Drama
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