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	 The Great Depression in California (1929-1939) 
	



	
	
	
	 	
	



Year	 Percent	
Unemployed	



1929	 3	
1930	 8	
1931	 16	
1932	 23	
1933	 24	
1934	 22	
1935	 20	
1936	 17	
1937	 14	
1938	 19	
1939	 17	



After	the	stock	market	crash	of	1929,	banks	
failed	and	lost	their	customer’s	money.		



As	money	
became	scarce,	
unemployment	
rates	increased	
until	many	
Americans	
lived	in	poverty.			
	
By	1933,	24	out	
of	100	people	
were	
unemployed.	
	
	



Some	unemployed	
workers	and	their	
families	became	
homeless.	They	
wandered	across	the	
country	looking	for	
any	work	they	could	
find.	



Unemployed	workers	and	their	families	who	couldn’t	afford	
to	pay	rent	built	shelters	using	found	materials	such	as	
cardboard,	wood,	and	scrap	metal.	These	shelters	were	
often	clustered	together	in	camps	known	as	shantytowns.	
Many	of	these	camps	were	located	near	a	river	or	other	
water	source,	which	was	necessary	for	drinking,	bathing,	
and	cleaning.		



	



Work	and	money	were	
scarce,	so	many	families	
suffered	from	hunger	as	
well	as	homelessness.		
	People	ate	food	
donated	by	“good	
Samaritans”	in	crowded	
“soup	kitchens”	and	
waited	in	long	“bread	
lines”	that	wound	
around	city	blocks.	For	
some,	this	was	essential	
for	their	survival.		
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After	the	stock	market	crash	of	1929,	banks	
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to	pay	rent	built	shelters	using	found	materials	such	as	
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Year	 Percent	
Unemployed	



1929	 3	
1930	 8	
1931	 16	
1932	 23	
1933	 24	
1934	 22	
1935	 20	
1936	 17	
1937	 14	
1938	 19	
1939	 17	



Banks	closed	and	lost	many	people’s	
money.			



Many	Americans	lost	
their	jobs	or	became	
unemployed.	They	had	
trouble	finding	other	jobs.	
	
By	1933,	24	out	of	100	
were	unemployed.	
	
People	became	poorer.	



The Great Depression in California  
(1929-1939) 



Since	they	could	
not	find	work,	
many	families	did	
not	have	money	
for	rent	and	
became	homeless.	



Families	with	no	money	for	rent	built	their	own	
homes	out	of	materials	they	found	such	as	
cardboard	and	old	wood.	They	lived	together	in	
camps	that	were	called	shantytowns.	



People	ate	
free	food	in	
crowded	
“soup	
kitchens”	
and	waited	
in	long	
“bread	
lines”	
because	
they	had	no	
money	for	
food.	
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The Great Depression in California  

(1929-1939)

 

Since	they	could	

not	find	work,	
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not	have	money	

for	rent	and	
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Student	Infographic	–	BRIDGING	(BR)	LEVEL	 The Great Depression in California (1929-1939) 



After	the	stock	market	crash	of	1929,	banks	
went	out	of	business	and	money	became	scarce.		
People	lost	jobs,	homes	and	possessions.	



Unemployment	grew	until	nearly	25	
percent	of	Americans	were	in	poverty.		
Factories	closed	down	because	there	
was	no	money	to	buy	the	goods	
produced.	People	waited	in	long	lines	
looking	for	work.	Farmers’	crops	often	
rotted	because	they	could	not	afford	to	
hire	workers.	



While	many	waited	in	bread	lines,	
some	found	a	solution.	Beginning	in	
1932,	workers	traded	work	with	
farmers	such	as	picking	crops	in	
exchange	for	food.	This	agreement	
came	to	be	called	the	Self-Help	
Cooperative	Movement.	The	very	first	
of	its	kind	was	located	in	Compton,	CA	
(pictured	left).	



The	government	hired	unemployed	people	to	build	schools,	parks	and	highways.	
Artists	were	also	hired	to	create	art.		Some	painted	murals	(as	shown	above)	to	
decorate	schools,	post	offices	and	other	buildings.	
	



Homeless,	unemployed	workers	and	their	families	resorted	to	building	shelters	using	found	materials	such	as	used	cardboard,	old	wood,	and	
scrap	metal.	These	shelters	were	often	clustered	together	near	rivers	or	other	fresh	water	sources	to	form	shantytowns	that	came	to	be	
known	as	“Hoovervilles”	after	then-President	Herbert	Hoover,	demonstrating	the	people’s	anger	toward	an	unsuccessful	government.	This	
Hooverville	was	located	in	Sacramento,	CA.		
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The Great Depression in California (1929-1939) 

After	the	stock	market	crash	of	1929,	banks	

went	out	of	business	and	money	became	scarce.		

People	lost	jobs,	homes	and	possessions.	

Unemployment	grew	until	nearly	25	

percent	of	Americans	were	in	poverty.		

Factories	closed	down	because	there	

was	no	money	to	buy	the	goods	

produced.	People	waited	in	long	lines	

looking	for	work.	Farmers’	crops	often	

rotted	because	they	could	not	afford	to	

hire	workers.	

While	many	waited	in	bread	lines,	

some	found	a	solution.	Beginning	in	

1932,	workers	traded	work	with	

farmers	such	as	picking	crops	in	

exchange	for	food.	This	agreement	

came	to	be	called	the	Self-Help	

Cooperative	Movement.	The	very	first	

of	its	kind	was	located	in	Compton,	CA	

(pictured	left).

	

The	government	hired	unemployed	people	to	build	schools,	parks	and	highways.	

Artists	were	also	hired	to	create	art.		Some	painted	murals	(as	shown	above)	to	

decorate	schools,	post	offices	and	other	buildings.	

	

Homeless,	unemployed	workers	and	their	families	resorted	to	building	shelters	using	found	materials	such	as	used	cardboard,	old	wood,	and	

scrap	metal.	These	shelters	were	often	clustered	together	near	rivers	or	other	fresh	water	sources	to	form	shantytowns	that	came	to	be	

known	as	“Hoovervilles”	after	then-President	Herbert	Hoover,	demonstrating	the	people’s	anger	toward	an	unsuccessful	government.	This	

Hooverville	was	located	in	Sacramento,	CA.		
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