
  
 
 
 

 

Kindergarten 
Start Smart 1.0 

Revised 

Resources 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Kinder Resources 

Kinder- Designated ELD Resources 
8•12•16 FINAL 
 

2 

Start Smart-Conversation Practices  
Resources Lessons 1-3 

 
1.   Conversation Norms Poster 
2.   Visual Text for Teacher Modeling-Lessons 1 

and 2 
3.   Listening Task Poster--CREATE 
4.   Model/Non-Model Script-Lessons 1 & 2 
5.   Constructive Conversation Game-CREATE 

Cards 
6.   Visual Text for Student Practice-CREATE-

Lessons 1 & 2 
7.   Visual Text for Teacher Modeling- Lesson 3 
8.   Model/Non-Model Script-Lesson 3 
9.   Visual Text for Student Practice-Lesson 3 

10.   Self-Assess Poster 

11.   Student Progress Form (SPF)  & Sample Poster (at the end of 
resources) 
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Conversation Norms 

 
 

1.   Use your think time 
 

2.  Use the language of the skill 
 

3.   Use your conversation voice 
 

4.   Listen respectfully 
 

5.  Take turns and build on each 
other’s ideas 
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LISTENING TASK FOR CREATE 

 
HOW DID EACH PARTNER? 

•  state his/her ideas? 
•   take turns sharing their ideas? 
•  stay on topic? 
•  build on each other’s ideas? 
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Visual Text for Teacher Modeling-Lessons 1 & 2 
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Visual Text for Student Practice Lessons 1-2 
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Model and Non-Model Scripts-Lessons 1-2 
 

PROMPT:  What do you notice in the visual text? 
 

MODEL: 

Student A: I notice the sun smiling.  What do you 

notice? 

CR I notice the sun smiling.  What do you notice? 

Student B: I notice the clouds blowing. What do you 

notice?  

CR I notice the clouds blowing. What do you 
notice?  

Student A: I notice a red bird with a bow.  What do 

you notice? 

CR I notice a red bird with a bow.  What do 
you notice? 

Student B: I notice a bird with a hat flying, too.  What 

do you notice? 

CR I notice a bird with a hat flying, too.  What 
do you notice? 

Student A: I notice people that are running and tents 

falling down.  What do you notice? 

CR I notice people that are running and tents 
falling down.  What do you notice? 

Student B: I notice people hugging.  What do you 

notice? 

CR I notice people hugging.  What do you 
notice? 

Student A: I notice it is raining.  What do you notice? CR I notice it is raining.  What do you notice? 

Student B: I notice it is a stormy day. CR I notice it is a stormy day. 
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NON-MODEL: 

Student A: I see a sun. 

Student A: I see a bird.  

Student B: I see a bird, too.  

Student B: I see wind. 

Student A: I see people.  

Student B: I see a tent. 

Student A: I don’t like the rainy day. 

Student B: I don’t like the windy day. 
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Constructive Conversation Game-CREATE 
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  Visual Text for Teacher Modeling Lesson 3 
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Model and Non-Model-Day 3 

 

PROMPT:  What do you notice in the visual text? 
 
Model: 

Student A: I notice a bird wearing a hat.  What do you 
notice? 

CR  

Student B: I notice the fire.  What do you notice? CR  

Student A: I notice the rooster is wearing clothes.  What do 
you notice? 

CR  

Student B: I notice a cow.  What do you notice? CR  

Student A: I notice a lizard.  What do you notice? CR  

Student B: I notice the rooster has an orange tail.  What do 
you notice? 

CR  

Student A: I notice a dog on the road.  What do you 
notice? 

CR  

Student B: I notice a house and trees.  What do you 
notice? 

CR  
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Non-Model: 
Student A: I see a bird. 

Student A: I like birds. 

Student B: I see the fire. 

Student B: I see the rooster. 

Student A: The rooster has a hat. 

Student B: The fire looks angry. 

Student B: There are animals. 

Student A: They look at them. 
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Visual Text for Student Practice-Lesson 3 
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Self-Assess 

 
 

1.   I am still learning the Constructive 
Conversation Skill 

2.   I need more practice using the 
Constructive Conversation Skill 

3.   I understand but need more practice 
using the Constructive Conversation 
Skill 

4.   I understand but I am not ready to 
explain the Constructive Conversation 
Skill 

5.   I understand and I can explain the 
Constructive Conversation Skill 
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Start Smart-Conversation Practices  
Resources Lessons 4-6 

 

 

 

1.   Conversation Norms Poster-Lessons 4-6 
2.   Visual Text for Teacher Modeling-Lessons 4-6 
3.   Listening Task Poster--CLARIFY 
4.   Model/Non-Model Script- Lessons 4-6 
5.   Constructive Conversation Game- CLARIFY 

Cards 
6.   Visual Text for Student Practice- CLARIFY - 

Lessons 4-6 
7.   Visual Text for Teacher Modeling-Lesson 6 
8.   Model/Non-Model Script- Lesson 6 
9.   Visual Text for Student Practice- Lesson 6 
10.  Self-Assess Poster    
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Conversation Norms 

 
 

1.   Use your think time 
 

2.  Use the language of the skill 
 

3.   Use your conversation voice 
 

4.   Listen respectfully 
 

5.  Take turns and build on each 
other’s ideas 
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Listening Task- CLARIFY 

 

How did each partner: 

1.   state his/her ideas? 
2.   take turns sharing their 

ideas? 
3.   make their ideas clearer? 
4.   stay on topic? 
5.   build on each other’s ideas? 
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Visual Text for Teacher Modeling - Lessons 4-5 
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Visual Text for Student Practice - Lesson 4-5 
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Model and Non-Model Scripts-Lessons 4-5 

 

PROMPT:  What do you notice in the visual text? Provide 
details. 
 
Model 
Student A: I notice a bird flying. It is wearing a bow tie 

and a hat.  What can you add? 

CL 

Student B: I notice the sun is smiling in the sky.  What 

can you add? 

CL 

Student A: I notice the sun is looking and smiling at the 

bird. What details can you add? 

CL 

Student B: I also notice a bird flying. It is flying in the 

blue cloudy sky.  What can you add? 

CL 

Student A: I notice the bird with the hat is looking at 

the red bird.  What details can you add? 

CL 

Student B: I notice the rain falling. The rain is falling on 

the people.  The people are getting wet.  

What do you notice? 

CL 

Student A: I notice three people hugging in the rain. CL 
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They have a blanket.  What can you add? 

Student B: I notice people running.  A person is 

running to the teepee. 

CL 

 
 
Non-Model: 

Student A: I notice the bird with the hat and bow tie is flying.  

Student B: More 

Student A: He is looking at the sun.   

Student B: I notice a little hat.   

Student A: I like hats. 

Student B: I like birds. 

Student A: It is raining.  What do you notice?  

Student B: It is a sunny day.   
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Student A:  
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Constructive Conversation Game- CLARIFY 
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Visual Text for Teacher Modeling Lesson 6 
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  Visual Text for Student Practice Lesson 6 
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Model and Non-Model Scripts- Lesson 6 

 

Prompt:  What do you notice in the visual text? Provide details. 
 

Model: 
Student A:  I notice a bird with a blue hat.  What can 

you add? 
CL  

Student B:  I notice the rooster is wearing dress up 
clothes.  Tell me more. 

CL  

Student A:  I notice the fire is crossing his arms and 
looks mad.  What can you add? 

CL  

Student B:  I notice a cow standing on the road.  Tell 
me more. 

CL  

Student A:  I notice a little lizard on the leaf.  What 
can you add? 

CL  

Student B:  I notice the rooster has a tail that looks 
like the fire.  Tell me more. 

CL  

Student A:  I notice a little dog on the road.  What 
can you add? 

CL  

Student B:  I notice a house and tall trees next to the 
road.   

CL  
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Non-Model 
Student A: I see the rooster.  Tell me. 

Student A: The fire is mad.  Can you add? 

Student B: A cow standing.  More. 

Student B: There’s a lizard. 

Student A: The rooster has a tail.  Tell me more. 

Student B: I see a dog.  Tell. 

Student A: I like hot dogs.  What can you add? 

Student B: I like hamburgers.   
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Self -Assess 

 

1 – I am still learning the Constructive 
Conversation Skill 

 

2 – I need more practice using the 
Constructive Conversation Skill 

 

3 - I am confident but need more practice 
using the Constructive Conversation 
Skill 

 

4 – I am confident but I am not yet ready to 
explain the Constructive Conversation 
Skill 

 

5 – I am confident and I can explain the 
Constructive Conversation Skill 
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Start Smart-Conversation Practices  
Resources Lessons 8-10 

 
1.   Conversation Norms Poster 
2.   Visual Text for Teacher Modeling-Lessons 8-

10 
3.   Listening Task Poster--FORTIFY 
4.   Model/Non-Model Script-Lessons 8-10 
5.   Constructive Conversation Game-   FORTIFY 

Cards 
6.   Visual Text for Student Practice-  FORTIFY - 

Lesson 10 
7.   Visual Text for Teacher Modeling- Lesson 10 
8.   Model/Non-Model Script-Lesson10 
9.   Visual Text for Student Practice-Lesson 10 
10.  Self-Assess Poster 
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Conversation Norms 

 
 

1.   Use your think time 
 

2.  Use the language of the skill 
 

3.   Use your conversation voice 
 

4.   Listen respectfully 
 

5.  Take turns and build on each 
other’s ideas 
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Listening Task for FORTIFY 

How did each partner: 

●   state his/her ideas? 
●   take turns sharing their ideas? 
●   support their ideas with 

evidence? 
●   stay on topic? 
●   build on each other’s ideas? 
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Visual Text for Teacher Modeling-Lessons 8-9 
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Visual Text for Student Practice-Lessons 8-9 
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Constructive Conversation Game- FORTIFY 
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at d
o w

e n
eed

 to 
do?
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Wh
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ou 
thi

nk 
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? 

Wh
y…

Ho
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ond

er…
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ea 
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 it 
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u d
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a? 
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the
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e o
the

r st
ory

 we
 

rea
d th

at…
 

An
 ex

am
ple

 fro
m m

y li
fe i

s 
On

e c
ase

 tha
t il

lus
tra

tes
 thi

s 
is…

 
Str

ong
 su

ppo
rtin

g e
vid

enc
e is

 
 

 

 

Pr
om

pt 
sta

rte
rs:

 
Ca

n y
ou 

ela
bor

ate
 on

 the
…?

  
Wh

at d
oes

 tha
t m

ean
?   

 
Wh

at d
o y

ou 
me

an 
by.

...?
 

Ca
n y

ou 
cla

rify
 the

 pa
rt 

abo
ut…

? 
Say

 mo
re a

bou
t…

 
Wh

y.. 
Ho

w…
Wh

at…
Wh

en…
 

Ho
w i

s th
at i

mp
ort

ant
?  

Ho
w d

oes
 it 

sup
por

t yo
ur 

poi
nt 

tha
t…

 
I u

nde
rsta

nd 
the

 pa
rt a

bou
t…

, 
but

 I w
ant

 to 
kno

w…
 

Ca
n y

ou 
be 

mo
re s

pec
ific

? 
Is w

hat
 I j

ust
 sa

id c
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s c
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Model and Non-Model- Lessons 8 and 9 

 

Prompt: What is happening in this visual text? Provide 
evidence from the text to support your claim (each 
student has to make a claim). 
 

MODEL: 
Student A:  I think what is happening is that the little 

kids are playing with blocks at school.  
What do you think is happening in the 
visual text? 

Student B: I think what is happening is the kids are 
pretending they are construction workers.  
What evidence can you use to support 
your claim? 

Student A:   I notice that the students used lots of 
blocks to build something and they are 
sitting on it. What evidence can you use to 
support your claim? 

Student B:  I notice that they are wearing boots, 
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helmets and vests like construction 
workers. What evidence can you use to 
support your claim? 

Student A:  I notice a rug and bins like at school.  I 
think they are at the blocks center.  What 
can you add to your claim? 

Student B:  I notice that all three boys are holding a 
block and pretending that they are driving.  
I agree with you that they are at the block 
center.  Now what do you think is 
happening in the visual text? 

Student A:  I think what is happening is that they built 
a truck at the block center.  What do you 
think? 

Student B: I think what is happening is that are 
pretending to be construction workers and 
they made a truck using blocks at school. 
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NON-MODEL: 

Student A: I think they are playing.  What do you think? 
Student B: I think they are sitting on blocks.  What do you notice? 

Student A: I notice they have hats. What do you notice? 
Student B:   I notice that they are wearing boots. What do you 

notice? 

Student A: I notice a rug.  I think they are smiling.  What do you 
think? 

Student B: I notice they are driving. What is happening? 
Student A: They are playing at the block center.  What do you 

think? 

Student B: They are construction workers. 
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  Visual Text for Teacher Modeling Lesson 10 
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Model and Non-Model-Day 10 
 

Prompt: What is happening in this visual text? Provide evidence 
from the text to support your claim (each student has to make a 
claim) 
 

MODEL:  

Student A: I think what is happening is that they are 

playing firemen.  What do you think is 

happening in the visual text? 

CR 

Student B: 
  

I think what is happening is they are 

pretending and the fireman is going to 

rescue the boy.  What evidence can you 

use to support your claim? 

CR 
CL 

Student A: I think they are playing fireman because one 

boy is dressed like a fireman and there are 

toy fire trucks next to him.  What evidence 

can you use to support your claim? 

CL 
F 

Student B: I think he is going to rescue the boy because 

he has a water hose to use to stop the fire.  

CL 
F 
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What evidence can you use to support your 

claim? 

Student A: 
  

I think they are playing fireman because the 

boy in the burning house is looking for the 

fireman.  What evidence can you use to 

support your claim? 

CL 
F 

Student B: I think they are pretending and the fireman is 

going to use the fire trucks and ladders to 

turn off the fire.  Now what do you think is 

happening in the visual text? 

CL 
F 

Student A: I think playing and pretending that the house 

is on fire and the little boy is not wearing a 

shirt because he was sleeping.  What do you 

think is happening in the visual text? 

F 

Student B: They are pretending playing that the house 

is on fire and the fireman is going to use the 

hose and ladder to rescue the boy. 

F 
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Non-Model: 
Student A: They are playing and the house is on fire.  

What do you think? 
Student B: They little boy inside the house is trying to 

get out.  The fire is not real.  What do you 
think? 

Student A: They drew the house.  It is not real. 
Student B:   The hose is a tube for swimming. 
Student A: Why doesn’t the boy have a shirt? 
Student B: The boy is wearing a fireman costume. 
Student A: They have toy trucks. 
Student B: The trucks are red. 
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Visual Text for Student Practice-Day 10 
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Self -Assess 

 

1 – I am still learning the Constructive 
Conversation Skill 

 

2 – I need more practice using the 
Constructive Conversation Skill 

 

3 - I am confident but need more practice 
using the Constructive Conversation 
Skill 

 

4 – I am confident but I am not yet ready to 
explain the Constructive Conversation 
Skill 

 

5 – I am confident and I can explain the 
Constructive Conversation Skill 
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Start Smart-Conversation Practices  
Resources Lessons 11-13 

 
1.   Conversation Norms Poster 
2.   Visual Text for Teacher Modeling-Lessons 

11-12 
3.   Listening Task Poster--NEGOTIATE 
4.   Model/Non-Model Script-Lessons 11-12 
5.   Constructive Conversation Game-    

NEGOTIATE Cards 
6.   Visual Text for Student Practice - NEGOTIATE 

- Lessons 11-12 
7.   Visual Text for Teacher Modeling - Lesson 13 
8.   Model/Non-Model Script- Lesson 13 
9.   Visual Text for Student Practice- Lessons 13 
10.  Self-Assess Poster 
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Conversation Norms 

 
 

1.   Use your think time 
 

2.  Use the language of the skill 
 

3.   Use your conversation voice 
 

4.   Listen respectfully 
 

5.   Take turns and build on each 
other’s ideas. 
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Visual Text for Teacher Modeling- Days 11-12 
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Visual Text for Student Practice - Lessons 11-12 
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Listening Task for NEGOTIATE 

 

How did each partner: 

●   state his/her ideas? 
●   they take turns sharing their 
ideas? 

●   they consider all the ideas? 
●   they stay on topic? 
●   build on each other’s ideas? 
●   come to a consensus? 
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Model and Non-Model Scripts- Lessons 11-12 
Prompt: What is an important idea from this text?  Start by stating 
your claim.  Support your claim and come to a consensus.  
 

Model: 
Student A: An important idea from the text is that we 

all can play together. What is your claim? 
CR 

Student B:  An important idea from the text is that we 
can use blocks to build things and 
pretend.  How can you support your claim 
with evidence? 

CR 
F 

Student A: I think that they used the blocks to make a 
seat for each one so they could all sit and 
play together.  How can you support your 
claim with evidence? 

CL 
F 

Student B: I think that they used blocks to build a 
truck. How can you support your claim 
with evidence? 

CL 
F  

Student A: 
  

I think they all have a block in their hand 
and pretending to drive the truck 
together.  How can you support your claim 

CL 
F  
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with evidence? 
Student B: I think that they used the blocks to make a 

truck with three seats and three driving 
wheels.  How can your support your claim 
with evidence? 

CR 
F  

Student A: I think that they are using the blocks and 
costumes to pretend that they are all 
construction workers.  How can you 
support your claim with evidence? 

CL 
F 

Student B: 
 

I think they worked together at the block 
center.  I notice there are also cubbies, an 
easel and a rug.  How can we come to an 
agreement? 

CL 
F 

Student A: 
  

I think they worked together to build the 
truck and pretend they are construction 
workers.  Can we come to an agreement? 

CL 
F 
N 

Student B: I think the important idea is that we can 
play together to build things and pretend. 

CL 
F 
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Non-Model 
Student A: I think an idea is they are playing.  What do 

you think? 
Student B: I think an idea is they are pretending to be 

construction workers.  What is your idea? 
Student A: I think they used blocks to make a truck.  

What do you think? 
Student B:  I think they used construction workers’ 

costumes to pretend.  What do you think? 
Student A: I think they are all smiling.  What do you 

think? 
Student B: I think they are playing in the blocks 

center.  What do you think? 
Student A: I think they used the blocks to build a fire 

truck and pretend they are construction 
workers. 

Student B: I agree. 
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Constructive Conversation Game-NEGOTIATE 
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w d
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e m
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A d
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Visual Text for Teacher Modeling – Lesson 13  
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Visual Text for Student Practice - Lesson 13 
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Model and Non-Model Scripts- Lessons 13 

 

 

Prompt: What is an important idea from this text?  Start by 
stating your claim.  Support your claim and come to a 
consensus.  
 
Model: 

Student A: An important idea from the text is that 
you have to use your imagination to 
pretend.  What is your claim? 

C
R 

Student B:  An important idea from the text is that 
pretend can be like real life. 
How can you support your claim with 

evidence? 

CR 
F 

Student A: I think they used their imaginations to 

draw the house pretend it is on fire.  

How can you support your claim with 

evidence? 

C
L 
F 

Student B: I think the boy is pretending to be a 
fireman.  Real firemen wear helmets and 
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jackets.  How can you support your 
claim with evidence? 

Student A: I think the little boy in the window is 

using his imagination to pretend that 

the house is on fire and he is trying to 

get out.  How can you support your 

claim with evidence? 

C
L 
F  

Student B: 
  

I think the boy is pretending that the 
blue tube is a water hose and he is 
going to use it to turn off the fire and 
help the boy in the house. How can we 
come to an agreement? 

CR 
F  

Student A: I think they are both using their 
imaginations to pretend that one is a 
fireman and one is in the burning house.  
Can we come to an agreement? 

CL 
F 

Student B: An important idea from the visual text is 
that it takes imagination to play and 
pretend at real life things. 

CL 
F 
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Non-Model: 
Student A:   I think an idea is they are playing.  What 

do you think? 
Student B:   I think an idea is they are pretending to 

be firemen.  What is your idea? 
Student A:  I think they used blocks to make a fire 

truck.  What do you think? 
Student B:  I think they used firemen costume to 

pretend.  What do you think? 
Student A: I think they are all smiling.  What do you 

think? 
Student B:   I think they are playing in the blocks 

center.  What do you think? 
Student A:   I think they used the blocks to build a fire 

truck and pretend they are firemen. 
Student B:   I agree. 
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Student Progress Form (SPF) 
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