
T h e  M c K i n n e y - V e n t o  H o m e l e s s  E d u c a t i o n  A c t  i s  a  f e d e r a l  l a w  t h a t
p r o t e c t s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g

( “ e x p e r i e n c i n g  h o m e l e s s n e s s ” ) .  I t  d e f i n e s  “ h o m e l e s s  c h i l d r e n  a n d
y o u t h s ”  a s  a n y  s t u d e n t  w h o  l a c k s  a  f i x e d ,  r e g u l a r ,  a n d  a d e q u a t e

n i g h t t i m e  r e s i d e n c e .

As a counselor you typically are the first line of communication for
students/ families living in temporary housing.

Physical Health: Chronic hunger, fatigue,
lacks proper clothing, unmet
medical/dental needs, inconsistent
grooming, lack of medical / pupil
records, etc.
Attendance: Multiple school enrollments,
chronic absence, tardiness, inability to
contact parents/ guardians, lack of
participation in school activities, etc.
Behavior: May appear disorganized,
forgetful, anxious, distracted.
Parents: May be elusive when providing
contact information or address, may
mention staying with friends or relatives.

Maintain communication with the school
homeless liaison to determine if student
has a Student Housing Questionnaire on
file for the current school year.
Homelessness can carry a stigma; it is
important to be sensitive, try using
"temporarily housed” or "in transition"
rather than homeless.
Maintain confidentiality. Create a safe
space for the student and make them
feel welcomed.
Make sure the student has equal access
to participate in school activities.

For additional support, please contact the 
Homeless Education Office at (213) 202-7581  
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