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Guided Reading Levels

Determining student 
guided reading levels 
methods: 

• DIBELS or TRC

• Benchmark 
Advance: Informal 
Assessment: 
Leveled Screener



Developing Reading Over TimeDeveloping Reading Over Time

Benchmark
Conversion

• What grade 
level(s) do you 
teach?

• What does that 
fall under 
developmentally 
and letter wise?



Developing Reading Over Time

• Emergent (K, 1)
• Early (K, 1, 2)
• Fluent (2, 3, 4, 5)
• Advanced (3, 4, 5)

Developmental Category



4

DORF Fluency 
80 WPM Lexile Level

Finding the Levels with DIBELS

Click to display 
Lexile Level

• Click on 
Lexile

• Review 
student 
Lexile 
levels

• Take note 
of Lexile 
number

• Use chart on 
next slide to 
determine 
approximate 
guided 
reading level
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575-675L or Below

• Locate Lexile span 
at approximate 
grade level

• Locate word count 
per minute (WCPM)

• Find intersection to 
determine starting 
point for leveled 
reader



6



7

Finding the Levels with 
Benchmark Advance
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Finding the Levels with 
Benchmark Advance

Access Informal 
Assessments Book

• Select any grade 
level
• Select Assessment 

button
• Select Informal 

Assessment book
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Finding the Levels with 
Benchmark Advance

• Access Informal 
Assessments Book

• Select Leveled 
Screener from 
Section 3

• Listen to student 
read the passage
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Finding the Levels with 
Benchmark Advance

• Use Reading Behaviors 
Observed to record 
student reading 
behaviors
•Determine student 

guided reading level 
based reading 
behaviors including 
fluency



Developing Reading Over Time

• Instruct students at 
guided reading level 
based on DIBELS or 
Leveled Screener

• Instructional Reading 
Level students read at 
95% accuracy

• Independent Reading 
Level students read at 
99% accuracy

Guided Reading Leveled 
Readers



Developing Reading Over Time

• Monitor student 
progress with 
“Small Group 
Reading 
Observations” from 
Benchmark 
Advance: Informal 
Assessments: 
Section 4

• Make adjustments 
as necessary

Guided Reading Leveled 
Readers


