
7U\�DW�OHDVW�RQH�RI�WKH�DXWKHQWLF�VWXGHQW�HQJDJHPHQW��LWHPV�FRPPXQLFDWHG�E\�VWXGHQWV�LQ�D�VWXG\�
����WLPHV�SHU�ZHHN�WR�FUHDWH�D�ZHE�RI�SRVLWLYH�VWXGHQW�WHDFKHU�FRQQHFW�

��� $VNBBBBBBBBBBBWR�KHOS�\RX�SXW�ERRNV�DZD\��UHSHDW�FODVV�UXOHV��PRYH�LWHPV�DURXQG�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP��HWF�
��� $VNBBBBBBBBBBBWR�GUDZ�D�SLFWXUH�RI�KLV�KHU�IDPLO\�WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�SRVW�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP�QHDU�\RXU�GHVN�
��� 7HOOBBBBBBBBBBBBKH�VKH�LV�D�OHDGHU��DQG�OHDGHUV�DFW�WKLV�ZD\��³,I�,�JLYH�\RX�D�MRE�DV�D�OHDGHU��KRZ�FRXOG�\RX�VKRZ�\RX�

DUH�D�OHDGHU�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP"´
��� &DOOBBBBBBBBBB¶V�SDUHQW�JXDUGLDQ�DQG�LQVWHDG�RI�WKH�QHJDWLYH�PHVVDJH�SDUHQWV�RIWHQ�UHFHLYH��DVN�WKH�SDUHQW��³ZKDW�

ZRUNV�EHVW�ZLWKBBBBBBBBBBBBDW�KRPH��KRZ�GR�\RX�GLVFLSOLQH�KLP�KHU��ZKDW�PRWLYDWHV�WKHP��ZKDW�GRHV�\RXU�VWXGHQW�WHOO�
\RX�DERXW�P\�FODVVURRP��DQG�RU�WKH�VFKRRO"�&RPPXQLFDWH�D�SRVLWLYH�PHVVDJH�DERXW�WKH�FKLOG�GXULQJ�WKLV�FRQWDFW««
(YHQ�EHWWHU�FRQGXFW�D�KRPH�YLVLW�LQ�ZKLFK�\RX�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�WKH�VWXGHQW�LQ�WKHLU�DXWKHQWLF�HQYLURQPHQW�

��� $VN��³ZKDW�PDNHV�\RX�KDSS\"´��³:KDW�GR�\RX�OLNH�WR�HDW"´��³:KDW�LV�\RXU�IDYRULWH�WHOHYLVLRQ�VKRZ"´��GLVFXVV�WKH�VKRZ�RU�
IRRG�DIWHU�WKH�ZHHNHQG��

��� $VN��³ZKR�DUH�\RXU�IDYRULWH�WHDFKHUV�LQ�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�ZK\"´

$XWKHQWLF�6WXGHQW�(QJDJHPHQW�6WUDWHJLHV�+RPHZRUN

$XWKHQWLF�(QJDJHPHQW�6WUDWHJLHV
'R�\RX�XVH�SRVLWLYH�IUDPLQJ��´7UH\��,�VHH�\RX�ZDQW�WR�WDON�WRGD\��EXW�ZH�QHHG�WR�
VWD\�RQ�WDUJHW�VR�HYHU\RQH�FDQ�OHDUQ«DV�RSSRVHG�WR�´VWRS�WDONLQJ�µ

'R�\RX�ZDON�QHDU�-RVH�ZLWKLQ�SK\VLFDO�SUR[LPLW\�DW�OHDVW��[�SHU�FODVV�SHULRG�DQG�
DVN��´KRZ�DUH�\RX�GRLQJµ�RU�´GR�\RX�QHHG�DQ\�KHOS"µ

'R�\RX�KHOS�.H\VKDZQ�WR�MXVW�JHW�VWDUWHG�HQG�LQ�D�SRVLWLYH�IDVKLRQ�GXULQJ�FODVV�
WLPH"

+DYH�\RX�JRQH�WKH�UHVWRUDWLYH�URXWH�ÀUVW�ZKHQ�FKDOOHQJHG���´WHOO�PH�ZKDW·V�JRLQJ�
RQ��DV�RSSRVHG�WR�´VWRS��TXLW��GRQ·W��HWF�"µ

$UH�\RX�FRPSOLPHQWLQJ�WKH�FKLOG�RQ�WKHLU�FORWKHV��KDLU��RQ�WDVN�EHKDYLRU��
VRPHWKLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�PDLQWDLQV�VRPH�OHYHO�RI�SRVLWLYH�UHJDUG"

'R�\RX�VD\�SOHDVH�WKDQN�\RX�WR�WKH�VWXGHQW�DORQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�QLFHWLHV"

+DYH�\RX�ZULWWHQ�D�VKRUW�QRWH�WKDW�WKH�VWXGHQW�FDQ�WDNH�KRPH�WKDW�VD\V��´,�FDUH�
DERXW�\RX«OHW·V�WU\�DJDLQ�WRPRUURZµ��DOZD\V�JLYH�WKH�VWXGHQW�DQG�\RXUVHOI�D�
FKDQFH�WR�UHGHHP��

+DYH�\RX�JLYHQ�WKH�VWXGHQW�D�SLHFH�RI�FDQG\��D�SLFWXUH�RI�WKHPVHOYHV��RU�D�SDW�RQ�
WKH�EDFN"

'R�\RX�DSRORJL]H�IRU�KDUERULQJ�KDUG�IHHOLQJV��L�H���´\HVWHUGD\�,�ZDVQ·W�SDWLHQW�FDQ�
ZH�ERWK�ZRUN�RQ�EHLQJ�SDWLHQW�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�RQH�GD\�DW�D�WLPH"µ�

+DYH�\RX�DVNHG��´GR�\RX�OLNH�P\�OHVVRQV«�GR�\RX�OLNH�KRZ�,�WHDFK"µ

'R�\RX�UHDOO\�EHOLHYH�WKDWBBBBBBBBBBBBBLV�LQKHUHQWO\�JRRG"

$UH�\RX�FRQVFLRXV�RI�\RXU�IHHOLQJV�WKDW�PDLQWDLQ�SRVLWLYH�UHJDUG��DQG�\RXU�IHHOLQJV�
WKDW�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�QHJDWLYH�F\FOH"
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Think about your most challenging students 
Have You:�

o Ever�had�a�oneͲonͲone�conversation�with�your�students�to�develop�the�
relationship?�

o Asked�about�the�student’s�life,�community,�siblings,�interests,�and�home�life,�etc?�
o Asked,�“how�do�you�learn…what�works�best�for�you?”�
o Acted�in�a�way�that�we�would�describe�as�“real”�and�“straight?”�
o Worked�out�any�disagreements�after�they�happenedͲto�make�sure�you�and�the�

student�were�okay�after�the�problem?�
o Consulted,�worked�with,�and�asked�the�student’s�parents�what�is�the�best�way�to�

support,�relate�to,�or�teach�them?�
o Learned�how�to�listen�to�feelings�that�were�strong,�loudly�verbalized,�angry,�or�

harsh�before�you�shut�down�the�communication?�
o “Put�your�feet�in�someone�else’s�Jordan’s?”�
o Busted�your�students�down�with�love�and�kindness?�
o Related�to�the�student�as�a�kid—and�not�as�a�big�angry�monster�or�criminal?�
o Acted�as�a�parent,�mediator,�grandmother,�etc.,�in�relationship�to�your�students?�
o Shown�that�you�believe�the�student�is�capable�and�smart?�
o Shown�that�you�liked�the�student?�
o Ever�complimented�students�on�their�hair,�clothes,�skills,�or�unfamiliar�cultural�

ways?�
o Regularly�called�on�the�student�for�their�input/suggestions�during�class?�
o Made�sure�your�lessons�are�interesting�to�the�students�you�are�teaching?�
o Developed�a�special�job�or�task�for�the�student�to�engage�and�excel�in?�
o Not�shown�fear—but�have�shown�love�in�your�eyes�(even�when�challenged�or�

afraid)?�
�

�

The recommendations on this 
page for teachers to consider in 

developing relationships that 
foster positive classrooms were 

developed by high school 
students during a study on the 
lessons Students of Color most 

connect with and enjoy 


