F INTENT FOR LA UNIFIED COMMUN C L

We, the staff of Catskill Avenue Elementary School, believe with confidence that we

have the optimal school-ecosystem for implementation of an LAUSD Community School.
C IMENT

Every year, the Catskill Schoot Site Council and Local School Leadership generously
appropriates a large amount of the annual schoo! budget for integrated student supports. Catskill,
which is 90% Title I, is one of the few schools in the Harbor Area that has a School Mental
Health Psychiatric Social Worker (PSW) on-site for 4 days a week, The PSW directly connects
our students to social-emotional support; from counseling, peer-mediation groups, providing
Operation School Bell services, as well as referring families to the Carson Wellness Center for
medical services Jocated at Carson High School. A PSA counselor is on-site once a week to
monitor and incentivize student attendance. In this school year. Catskill’s attendance has
increased from 63% to 71%. Catskill residents live by the large oil refineries, so a Breathmobile
is onsite once a mounth to assist students with chronic asthma. Furthermote, our school
psychologist works directly with students by leading student support groups threc days per weck.

Catskill Elementary offers a variety of unique opportunitics to nurture the whole-child.
The principal, teachers, and parents agree that students benefit from expanded learning and
enrichment opportunities. Our staff has taken the initiative to host clubs to which underserved
students might not otherwise have access. Before school, there are two teachers who lead a
60-member musical chorus for grades 3 through 5" each spring. Students have access to after
school enrichment ¢lubs such as sewing, LEGO/S.T.E.M., dance, Reading Buddies, art & crafts,
softball, and baseball. We also offer Saturday school and after school reading/math intervention
for at-risk students.

Various forms of modern communication help Catskill staff bridge the gap with parents
and the Carson community. Parents arc encouraged to sign up for an LAUSD Passport Account,
have access to the Catskill school website, and ClassDojo. Flyers and EdConnect phone
messages are disseminated in English and Spanish.

The strength of Catskill’s leadership is in the equitable shared control between the
principal, the parents, students, staff members and Carson community. The climate of the school
is already innately a collaborative effort with the structures of Local School Leadership, School
Site Council and Academic Leadership Council already established.

SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS

Catskill prides itself on all its successfuily engaged community partnerships with the L.A.
Chargers, L.A. Galaxy, Shoes That Fit, Vision to Learn, Books in Homes (Watson Land
Development), Operation Schoo! Bell, Harbor Occupational Center, Carson Wellness Center,
Carson Care Clinic, UCI.A Design for Sharing, Angel’s Gate, UCLA Breathmobile, and
Sharefest. These partnerships have provided our students with numerous opportunitics, scrvices
and even bikes!



The Wellness Center Model would be benelicial element for the Catskill community
since we are ready (o contribute mental and physical health services on our camipus, Catskidl is
also ready 10 establish a mental health provision that can support families with alter-hours
counseling services. This would give working parents an opportunily to participate in
much-needed but underatilized family therapeutic services, An urgent care center would also be
a key service which would greatly improve student attendance, as well as parents” work
altendance. Another need is a paralegal and notary service to provide tegal counsel, especially in
ihe areas of immigration and family law, We believe thai although Catskill reeieves school
parinerships, the campus needs to continue to evolve to better suit the needs of working familics
and the immigrant population.
FAMILLY OF SCTHOOL

Geographically, Catskill is located between the feeder secondary schoots: Carnegie
Middle School, Stephen White Middle School, and Carson High School, Catskill teachers ave
aware that high school students cannot get aceepted Lo the more competitive colleges bascd on
academic grades alone, but rather from creating a well-rounded portlolio of extracurricular
experiences to stand out from the rest of the other college applicants. For example, students who
begin parlicipating in the alter school dance club can continue to develop that talent through
Stephen White's national award winning drill team. Additionally, Stephen White’s clubs come to
Catskill campus at the end of the year to showcease their musie, danee and student governiment
programs. Clubs and sports that begin in elementary school have the potential o enable students
to develop lifelong skills that will continue to progress throughout their academic carecrs as they
nrogress lrom elementary, middle school, high school. and college.
COLLABORATIVE LEADERSHIP

Catskill Leadership consists of the Local Schoo! Leadership. the School Site Councit and

Academic Leadership Council. The Local School Leadership meets cach month Their sole
responsibility is to manage school operations--discipline, equipment needs, school activilies
schedule. The LSI, also addresses how to continvally engape the parents and community
sponsors to pariner with Catskill. The Schoo! Site Council oversees how school tunds are
managed based on recommendations from the ELAC, LSLC, parents, staft and community
members. A checks and balance system exists in that all who partake {principal, certificated
stafT, classified stalT and parents) are fairly represented. Purthermore, Academic Leadership
Couneil’s role is to address grade level concerns in academics, discipline, and professional
development.

Our Catskill learning community is eager to take action to upgrade services and unite
families, educators and communily partners (o provide a better opportunity and a higher quality
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A design team should represent all stakeholders of a school - Principal, Teachers, Counselors,
Students, Parents, and Community Partners. FILLABLE FORM

NAME OF SCHOOL:

Catskill Avenue Elementary School
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Suzanne Zopatti

Principaﬂl

szopatti@lausd.net

310 834-7241

Alexandra Gusa

UTLA

abg8712@lausd.net

310 834-7241

Sean Mizuno

PSW

sdm9568@lausd.net

310 834-7241

Rocelyn Billedo

Teacher

rmb2567@lausd.net

Sergio Hernandez

Parer]t |

Clarissa Camarena

Frances Juarez

Parent

Student

Stacey Chomori

| TSP

schomo1@lausd.net

Elizabeth Untalan

America Hernandez

Tea_cher

eig9237@lausd.net

LA Unified Comm

Student

310 834-7241

310 834-7241

310 834-7241
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